
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 
A SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN    "Oh Come, All Ye Faithful"   LSB 379 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels 
 
Ref. O Come let us adore him, 
O Come let us adore him 
O Come let us adore him, Christ the Lord 
  
2 Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest 
 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing!



  
WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION – We begin our service. In the name… 
  
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, on this holy night you have gathered your people together to celebrate the miracle of 

God becoming flesh as a baby in a manger.  You sent Him into the world to be the bearer of our sins, so 
on this holy night we come before you in confession. 

  

People:  Lord God we are not worthy to be called your children because of our sinfulness.  We daily sin in our 
thoughts and our actions.  Forgive us, Lord, for the many ways we disappoint you and our neighbours.  
Wash us clean of our wrongs, and remember our sin no more. 

  
Pastor:  For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life.  Christ was sent into the world for you.  Therefore, upon this your confession, 
as a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority I forgive you all your sins, in 
the name of the Father and the Son † and the Holy Spirit.  

  

People:  Amen. 
  
RESPONSE 
Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
  

People:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
  
 (The candles are lit) 
  
Pastor: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
 People:  We have beheld Christ’s glory, the glory of the only Son from the Father. 

 
Pastor: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
  

People: In Him was life, and the life was the light of all. 
  
(The Christmas tree is lit)  
  

"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"   LSB 380 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
Ref. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! 

 
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth.
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THE FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 3:8-15   The 1st bible promise of a coming Saviour. 
 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the 

sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and they hid from the LORD God 

among the trees of the garden. 9 But 

the LORD God called to the man, “Where 

are you?” 

10 He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten from the 

tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from?” 

12 The man said, “The woman you put 

here with me—she gave me some fruit 

from the tree, and I ate it.” 

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, 

“What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

    and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

    and you will eat dust 

    all the days of your life. 

15 And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring[a] and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 

  
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB 393 

  

1 Infant holy, 
    Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
    Oxen lowing, 
    Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 
    Swiftly winging, 
    Angels singing, 
    Bells are ringing, 
    Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, 
    Shepherds keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 
    Saw the glory, 
    Heard the story, 
Tidings of a Gospel true. 
    Thus rejoicing, 
    Free from sorrow, 
    Praises voicing, 
    Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

 
THE SECOND LESSON:   Isaiah 9:2-7   Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 

    when dividing the plunder. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-71a
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4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 
    the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 

    will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his 

shoulders. 

And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and 

peace 
    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 

accomplish this.  
 

"It Came Upon The Midnight Clear"   LSB 366

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
    O’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
    They bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds 
    The blessèd angels sing. 

 
3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 

    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
    Of Him the angels sing. 

4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 

    Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 

    God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 

    The song the angels sing. 

  

THE THIRD LESSON:  Micah 5:2-4   The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the 

clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” 

3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

    until the time when she who is in labor 

bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 

    to join the Israelites. 

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock 

    in the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of 

the LORD his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his 

greatness 

    will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
 
 



  

"O Little Town Of Bethlehem"   LSB 361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 
    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
    The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
    But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
    The dear Christ enters in. 

 
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
    Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
    Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
  

THE FOURTH LESSON:   Luke 1:26-38   The angel announces to Mary that she will be the mother of Jesus. 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named 

Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went 

to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words 

and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do 

not be afraid, Mary; you have found 

favor with God. 31 You will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and you are to call 

him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 

descendants forever; his kingdom will 

never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the 

angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 

will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So the 

holy one to be born will be called the Son 

of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is 

going to have a child in her old age, and 

she who was said to be unable to 

conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no 

word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 

answered. “May your word to me be 

fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

 “What Child Is This”   LSB 370 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
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    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
  

THE CANDLE LIGHTING   
(Candles for the entire congregation are lit from the light of the Christ candle) 
  

THE FIFTH LESSON:   Luke 2:1-7 The story of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a 

decree that a census should be taken of 

the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the 

first census that took place 

while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 

town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because 

he belonged to the house and line of 

David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him and was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room 

available for them. 

  

"Silent Night, Holy Night"   LSB 363 
  

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright   
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.   
  

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, "Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!"  

  

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light  
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

  

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, Alles schläft; einsam wacht 
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 
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          Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
           Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863 

  
 

THE SIXTH LESSON:   Luke 2:8-20   The angels announce the birth of the Christ. 

 8 And there were shepherds living out in 

the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, 

they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds said to 

them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the 

things they had heard and seen, which 

were just as they had been told. 

 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”   LSB 368 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Ref. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
    Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

 
THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: “With Us” 
 

THE PRAYERS 
  
THE BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son † and the Holy Spirit bless you 
now and forever. 
  

People: Amen! Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth! 
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Pastor: Let us go forth in peace. 
  

People: In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
  
RECESSIONAL HYMN “Joy To The World"   LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
THE OFFERINGS  
  

A Message to our guests tonight: 
We are very glad to have you worshipping with us this evening.  If you are from out of town, we hope you enjoy your stay and 
have a safe return home.  If you live in the Dryden area, and are looking for a church community, we welcome you to consider 
Our Saviour Lutheran or St. Mark in Vermillion Bay. May God grant you a blessed Christmas. 
  
  

  

Tonight’s sermon can be read, along with all our sermons,  
on our website: www.drydenlutheran.ca  

  
Please join us for our Christmas Day Holy Communion 

service at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. 


